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CHAPTER 2

A
ssessing the Learner

The SRS Teaching Pathways

Learner type
Beginner Catch-up 1 Catch-up 2

13 steps  
over approx  

13 weeks
2-3 weeks

10 minutes for 
2-3 lessons 

(sound processing 
puzzles)

1 sound  
per week

2 sounds  
per week

10 minutes to 
demonstrate  

+ move onto 3

1 sound  
per week - max 

5 spellings

1 sound  
per week - max 

5 spellings

1 sound  
per week -  

full range of  
spellings

Taught when appropriate;  
fits logically into the system.

Compound words  
and simple 2 syllables

2 syllables and 
multi-syllables

‘Sound Snip’  
dictionary

‘Sound Snip’  
dictionary  
or Sound   
dictionary

Sound   
dictionary

• White board
• Letter tiles and pictures

• Reading cards
• Cut up words

• ‘Really Reading’
• Interactive worksheets

• White board
• Reading cards
• Cut up words

• Interactive  
worksheets

Reading real books at appropriate level
‘preparing readers’

Key 
to the code

Foundation
1 sound = 1 letter
+ introduction to  

2, 3, 4

1 sound = 2 letters

 
1 sound = more than 

one spelling

1 spelling = more  
than one sound

Syllables

Spellings  
recorded

Teaching  
Materials

Reading  
Materials

1 

2

3

4

SRS 1 SRS 1 SRS 2


